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A Note on the Use of this Scale:

M. Powell Lawton, Ph.D., former director of the Polisher Research Institute, died in
2001. It was Dr. Lawton’s intent that his scales be made widely available, and he wanted
them to be in the public domain. While the Polisher Research Institute owns the
copyright to this scale, permission is granted to use or reproduce his scales, provided that
proper attribution is given.

This scale was first published as the Philadelphia Geriatric Center Affect Rating Scale:
Lawton, M.P., K.S. Van Haitsma, and J.A. Klapper. “ Observed Affect in Nursing

Home Residents.” Journals of Gerontology B : Psychological Sciences, 51: 1(1996), 3-
14.

A revised version was later published as the Apparent Affect Rating Scale:

Lawton, M.Powell; Van Haitsma, Kimberly; Perkinson, Margaret; Ruckdeschel, Katy.
“Observed Affect and Quality of Life in Dementia: Further Affirmations and Problems”
Journal of Mental Health and Aging 5:1(1999), 69-81.

While the latter scale is the same as the scale included on our website, it is now known as
the Observed Emotion Rating Scale. We suggest the following citation:

Lawton, M.P., K. Van Haitsma, J.A. Klapper. (1999) Observed Emotion Rating Scale.
Retrieved [insert date] from www.abramsoncenter.org/PRI (scales page).

Authors who wish to reproduce part of an article where a scale first appeared should
request permission from the journal publishers before doing so.

Lastly, it would be appreciated if a reprint of any resulting articles be forwarded to the
Research Librarian, or if a book is published, that purchasing information be provided to
the Research Librarian.



OBSERVED EMOTION RATING SCALE

RESIDENT’S NAME UNIT: OBSERVER’S NAME: DATE:
Please rate the extent or duration of each affect over a ten-minute period. Some possible signs of each emotion are listed.
If you see no sign of a particular feeling, rate “Never.”

TIME:

7 1 2 3 4 5
more
Not in Never | Less than 16-59 1-5 than
view 16 sec. sec. min. 5 min.
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